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and an antagonism which would be injurious to the
interests of the larger country and fatal to the
prosperity of the smaller. Sooner than yield on this
point I would govern Ireland by force to the end of
the chapter.

Nothing, one would have imagined, could be plainer
or more consistent, yet Lord Salisbury wrote to
Mr, Balfour two years later expressing approval of the
gibe in the Pall Mall Gazette that Mr. Chamberlain was
"as touchy as a schoolgirl and as implacable as Juno",
to which he added: "The personal element is very
strong. He will never make a strong leader. He has
not yet persuaded himself that he has any convictions;
and therein lies Gladstone's infinite superiority,"

Mr. Chamberlain's determination to oppose Glad-
stonian Home Rule was thus no sudden one, nor was
it based upon ignorance of what was at stake, for he
had a very special knowledge, if not of Ireland herself,
at any rate of those who spoke for her at Westminster.
Although his own department, the Board of Trade,
was not in any way affected, he took so serious a view
of the problem that he was continually pressing it upon
the notice of Mr. Gladstone, with the result that he
incurred no small measure of unpopularity among the
Whigs, It was through his good offices that Mr. Parnell
was released from Kilmainham jail, and he was long
on the most friendly terms with the Irish leader. In
due course, however, he became suspicious of the
latter's intentions, and he finally broke off the negotia-
tions he had been conducting through Captain O'Shea:
this individual, it may be added, had not rendered an
understanding between the principals any easier by
continually suppressing portions of their communica-
tions to one another. In any event it is doubtful